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ercising his own free choice even though you may consider that he
has erred. Therefore I would urge you to leave those 3,000 bre-
thren of ours severely alone. I would urge you not to think low
of them. I would urge you even to be kind to them. Certainly
you will never swear at them. I would ask you not even to go
to them to wean them from their service. Believe me when they
find that you exercise no pressure against them, when they find
that you have not a trace of ill will against them, they will of their
own free choice and accord come to you. Nor will you consider
that they are low caste and you are high caste.

All those who are Hindus I warn them, beware of thinking
that there is high caste and low caste in Hinduism. Caste there
undoubtedly is in Hinduism, but caste has been created for giving
us a sense of duty, not of privileges and rights. Each caste is born
to serve mankind. The Brahmin serves with his knowledge, a
Kshatriya serves with his power of protection, a Vaisya with his
commerce, and a Sudra with his hands and feet. But believe me all
are equal hi the sight of God and he is the greatest who serves best.
There is no such thing as a fifth caste in Hinduism. Untouchability
is a sin against God and humanity. It is a blot on Hinduism. I
urge you, fellow-labourers, to dispense from your minds the idea
that the Panchama brethren are untouchable or lower than anyone
else. If we had not treated them with contempt, if we had not
maltreated them even as we claim we were ill-treated in Jallianwala
Bagh, there would have been no difficulty about the attainment of
swaraj. Believe me that this unhappy land will never return to
happiness, unless Hindus with a supreme effort have got rid of
this curse of untouchability. Therefore considering the whole
question from every point of view I advise you strongly not to
interfere with our Panchama brethren in anything they may do.

Your course in my opinion is absolutely clear and straight.
It is your right and privilege to demand that if the company
wishes to re-employ you, the company has to take all of you or
none. It is your right to be advised by whomsoever you may
choose and the company cannot dictate to you that you may not
be advised by outsiders. You must insist upon your inherent
right of selecting any Chairman or President you like of your
Union whether out of your own ranks or anybody else. You
have a right consistently with the condition of affairs in the
country to determine for yourselves the terms on which you will
rejoin service. You have a right to demand such wages as will
enable you to sustain life, to educate your children and live as
decent human beings. You are entitled to the same fresh water